
Abstract: In many fields, most researchers are interested in the causal effect of programs on 
outcomes. However, standard statistical analysis infers correlations among variables, not 
causal relationships. The regression discontinuity design is a quasi-experimental quantitative 
method that assesses the causal effect of an intervention by comparing observations that are 
close to an eligibility threshold. In this talk, I will provide a short lecture on the regression 
discontinuity designs. 


